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facebookA .Opinion Clients can say it with a smile The U.S. Supreme Court decision in Burwell v. Hobby Lobby, that employers can opt out of the
requirement that employees can get contraceptive-coverage coverage, has been used by both sides to make political arguments. One side says that
the ruling gives religious employers an out to violate the law, while the other side says that the ruling is a step toward giving corporations rights akin
to people. The reality, however, is that the impact of this particular Supreme Court case is negligible, and most employers already offer
contraceptive coverage, without any employer permission. But the Hobby Lobby case does reveal a reality that many employers may not even
consider: that they have been so successful in getting the Affordable Care Act to require more and more coverage that it may actually have made
them less business-savvy. Some employers may not even realize that the contraceptive coverage they offer — a no-cost cost-sharing plan — is often
already required by the ACA, and the ACA’s employer mandate was enacted to make sure that all employees got this coverage, which isn’t a
religious belief at all. This means that instead of talking to employees about contraceptive coverage, employers have been forced to try to figure out
how to provide it for them. While this approach may be a lot easier to get right than actually addressing employees’ religious objections, it also
removes an employer’s ability to run its business. It also prevents employees from being able to shop for the lowest cost plan, which is why they
may choose a plan with more out-of-pocket costs. As a result, employers have had to write their own plan and provide it without input from their
employees, something that is, by design, not much fun. But all of this is done in an era where contraception is incredibly cheap, and for women who
need it, this is indeed a problem. Why have employers had to write this plan if they weren’t required to do so? 3e33713323
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