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contentPekanbaru (Indonesia): With temperatures soaring past 45 degrees Celsius in parts of Indonesia, hundreds of
people, including children, have been rushed to hospitals after inhaling toxic gases from their rice husk stoves. Over 1,000
people, mostly women and children, have been admitted to various hospitals for treatment, said an official at the Batu
Ampar Hospital in North Sumatra. Conditions of many people have also deteriorated, resulting in deaths of five people,
three in Batu Ampar and two in Palembang, North Sumatra health department official Widjajakusuma Harun said
yesterday. "We've been checking the pulse of most of the patients and thankfully they were still alive," Widjajakusuma
told reporters here. A mother died in Batu Ampar after suffering cardiac arrest. The child was also in critical condition,
as he had inhaled the gases from the burning rice husk stoves, Widjajakusuma said. Meanwhile, the North Sumatran
provincial health department said on Thursday that about 200 people were burned with the toxic gases in several North
Sumatra villages. No deaths were recorded yet, said Pekanbaru health director Dr Rahadi. "But we are still monitoring the
situation closely," he said. The 4C and 5C temperature on Thursday made people inhale the toxic gases from the rice husk
stoves, also known as 'cooking charcoal'. The chemicals absorb into the body from the lungs, and could cause irritation to
the eyes, nose, throat and stomach. However, with more than 80 per cent of the rice husk stove owners who were tested
negative for the chemicals, Widjajakusuma said, authorities could find a solution to the problem. "We hope to find ways
to assist the households, such as local government-provided husk substitutes. Then we hope to slowly introduce
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