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387UK Auto Industry to Join EU Referendum Campaign The UK’s car industry will join an
initiative to deliver a “no” vote in the upcoming EU referendum, it has been announced.

Britain’s car industry will join an initiative to deliver a “no” vote in the upcoming EU
referendum, it has been announced. The Manufacturing Information and Services Association
(MISA) said the industry was committed to the country’s continued position as an automotive
hub. “If the UK leaves the EU, we will need to continue to work with our EU partners, but build

on our reputation and knowledge as the world’s leading automotive research and development
(R&D) centre. “We must ensure that we gain maximum access to the EU’s research funding
and, importantly, protection of intellectual property,” MISA’s director general Russell Hobby

said in a statement. “We will be working hard to ensure that all UK companies benefit from our
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place as a world leader in the automotive sector.” Britain’s car industry employs about
600,000 people and the sector remains a key component of the economy. Alongside the car

industry, MISA represents other manufacturing sectors such as aerospace, chemicals, food and
chemicals. As recently as November, it had said that the UK’s membership of the EU has been
“beneficial”. A recent report by industry body the Association of British Insurers said the cost
to the UK car industry would be around £44 billion over the next five years if Britain voted to
leave the EU. The report, which was commissioned by the automotive industry trade group,
the SMMT, said if the ‘leave’ option was selected, there would be increasing pressure on the

UK auto industry to “del
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