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Forget for a moment that the Pledge of Allegiance is basically a benevolent, non-binding statement. For some it is uttered
with as much fervor and enthusiasm as "...for better or for worse, for richer or for poorer, till death do us part. For others it
is only a formality. Over the years, we have become increasingly aware that vows of allegiance can be deceptive, and that
in most cases, it is simply a contract we make with ourselves. We can all make such a deal to remain faithful to some
commitment or people for a price, and once we do, we have to pay dearly for it.
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